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O U R  L A D Y  of  L O U R D E S 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
THIS WEEK 

 

The church will be open on 
Monday to Saturday from 
9.00am until 4.00pm or until 
after the Evening Mass or 
Service.   
 

 

Epiphany of the Lord / Year C                                                               

2 January 2022 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AND DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
 

On Fridays in the church at 1.30pm and concludes with the Chaplet at 3.00pm.   All are welcome to gather 
for these prayers. 

THE MOTHERS’ PRAYER GROUP & PRO LIFE PRAYER GROUP 
 

Meetings on Tuesdays after 10.00am Mass with Rosary in the church and Mothers’ Prayers afterwards in the 
Oratory.    All welcome. 

Services this week (3-8 Jan) 

 

Monday  10am  Devotions 

Tuesday  10am  Christmas Weekday 

Wed  10am     Christmas Weekday 

Thurs  10am  Christmas Weekday 

Fri  10am  Christmas Weekday 

Sat  10am  Christmas Weekday 

 

  5pm   Vigil Mass for the Baptism of the Lord 

Sun  9am  Mass for the Baptism of the Lord 

  11am  Mass for the Baptism of the Lord 

  2pm  Autism Friendly Mass 

 

 

Pro-Life Prayer Group 

This will now meet on 

Wednesdays after 10am 

Mass.   

Autism-friendly Mass 

2nd Sunday of each month at 

2pm.  Next Mass is 9th Janu-

ary. 



Season of  Chr is tmas -  The Epiphany 

Reflection on the Readings 

The annual telling of the Epiphany story could 
have us take it all for granted: magi from far-
away places, guided only by a star, fabulously 
rich and so on.  However, they were gentiles, 

outsiders, detested by all!  Yet they sought out 
the new-born King when King Herod’s religious 
advisors - who knew all the prophecies about 
the king  being born in Bethlehem - make no 

move to go and see this wonderful deed of the 
Lord.  Their gifts recognise that the Christ-child is 
God (frankincense); that he is king (gold); that 

he has come to die for us (myrrh). 

Next Week’s Readings 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 
Here is my servant, in whom my soul delights 
Psalm 103 (104) 
Bless the Lord my soul! Lord God how great you are 
Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7 
He saved us by means of the cleansing water of rebirth 
Luke 3:15-16,21-22 
Someone is coming who will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire 

This Week’s Readings 
Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Above you the glory of the Lord appears 
Psalm 71 (72) 
All nations shall fall prostrate before you O Lord 
Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 
It has now been revealed that pagans share the same 
inheritance 
Matthew 2:1-12 
The visit of the Magi 
  
  

A Message from Bishop Toal 

30th December 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I wish you every blessing for 2022. I thank you for your prayers and support during 2021, and for your 

good wishes and generosity to the clergy and myself at Christmas. 

I pray that you and your families keep well as the omicron variant of the virus spreads in our communities. 
Hopefully the more optimistic reports on its effects will be true and normality will come a little closer. Until 
we know though we are asked to be cautious and take the requested steps to protect ourselves and others, 
including receiving the booster. I can understand that some will be hesitant about coming to church until 
things improve and it is appropriate for you to decide when that will be the case. If you don’t feel able to 
come to Mass on Sunday at present, then pray at home, preferably with your family, and if possible follow 
Holy Mass on-line. Sunday is the Lord’s Day and it should always be kept in his honour, with time being giv-

en to him even when we cannot attend Mass. 

I thank all those who work in particular ways to support our parishes and the Diocese. A particular word of 
thanks to the volunteers who have taken responsibility for caring for our churches and assist those who at-
tend Mass and other services in these difficult times. Your commitment, patience, and good humour is much 

appreciated. 

I thank you for your continuing financial support for the Church. With smaller congregations there has been 
a fall in income and this is a challenge as we look to the future, especially with the increase in the cost of 
living and the threat of more rises to come. This has been especially noticeable in the cost of building mate-
rials, which are making repair work or improvements more costly. In such circumstances wise judgments are 
required in deciding what work is essential and what will have to wait. While others parishes can offer 
some support through the Parochial Investment Fund, parishes do need to seek generous donors and do 

fund-raising themselves 



All parishes, and indeed other groups, have been asked to participate in the Synodal Process in the first 

three months of the year. I recognise that the present restrictions on gathering in groups may curtail the 

planned meetings but I hope that some will be possible with beneficial outcomes for the parishes and the Di-

ocese and Church in Scotland. 

On 1st January the Parish of St John Ogilvie’s, Blantyre, will be amalgamated into St Joseph’s. This means 

that there will one parish in Blantyre, St Joseph’s, with two churches (St Joseph’s and St John Ogilvie’s). Such 

an amalgamation was proposed some time ago and I have held further consultative meetings in recent 

months. It seems appropriate to make this change as the New Year begins and to bring the faithful in Blan-

tyre together in one parish. Let us pray for them and their Parish Priest, Fr Brian Lamb, and Deacon Joe 

Dowds, at this important time. 

Early in January, three young men from Motherwell Diocese are due to leave for the Royal Scots College in 

Salamanca, Spain, to participate in what is known as the Propaedeutic Course for the Priesthood in Scotland. 

They are Aidan Farrell from St Mary’s, Lanark; Matthew O’Neill from St Mary’s, Whifflet, Coatbridge; and 

Aidan Kelly from St Ninian’s, Hillhouse, Hamilton. On behalf of us all I wish them well and assure them of our 

prayers as they begin their formation for the priesthood in Motherwell Diocese. 

Our present seminarians are at home for the Christmas Holidays – Chris Furmage, Ronan McQuade, and 

Kieran Burt will return to Rome early in January, while Deacon Chris Morris, Colum Martin, and Christopher 

Igwe will do Parish pastoral placements before returning to St Mary’s, Oscott, later in January. I ask your 

continued prayers for all of them. Deacon Chris Morris is due to be ordained as a priest on June 30th 2022 

in Motherwell Cathedral, and Colum Morris to be ordained a deacon the previous week, on June 25th at St 

Mary’s, Oscott. 

If any man is considering a vocation to the priesthood and is ready to enter into the discernment process, 

please make yourself known to your Parish Priest or contact Fr Charles O’Farrell at Our Lady and St Anne’s, 

Hamilton. Likewise if any man is considering a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate, please speak to your 

Parish Priest or contact Fr James Grant at St Francis Xavier’s, Carfin, the Vocations’ Director for the Perma-

nent Diaconate. 

Pope Francis wrote an uplifting letter last Sunday, the Feast of the Holy Family, to married couples, encour-

aging them to remain aware of and fully open to the person of Christ in their lives together. We intend to 

have a Mass for married couples, particularly those who married last year or celebrated special anniver-

saries, in the Cathedral on Thursday 27th January, so hopefully it can be go ahead and couples and their 

families will feel able to attend. 

On Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany, and keep the World Day of Prayer for Peace. As 

always. this is an important intention as we begin the New Year with its renewed optimism that our world will 

indeed be more peaceful in 2022. We also add Justice to our prayers for Peace here in Scotland and Bish-

op Nolan offers us a letter for reflection and action, which was issued with the ad clerum of 17th December, 

for a more just and peaceful world. 

With my prayers and best wishes, 

Yours in Christ, 

+ Joseph Toal 

Justice and Peace Collection 

This Sunday there will be a 2nd collection for Justice and Peace. 



COLLECTIONS & DONATIONS 
 

Last Sunday’s Offertory 
£846.00+ GiftAid/Standing Orders £800.00 
 
 

Christmas   £2364.00 
Votive Candles  £207.00 

THANK 
YOU 

The Hall - A Few Things 

1) The Wednesday tea bar raised £141.75 for Kilbryde Hospice on Wednesday 15 December. Thanks to 

all who contributed to this great total and for their continuing support of the tea bar. The tea bar will pause 

until 12th January 2022 

2) The mother and toddler group will pause until 13th January 2022 

3) The Friendship Club will pause until February 2022 

 ✠ Please r emember  in  your  prayers       ✠ 
Those who are sick 

Heather Neilson, Denise Maria Cairns, Emilia McMillan, Rena O’Hare, Jenny McDade 
 

Those who have died recently 
Ellen O’Donnelly, Gerry Begley, Brian Mairs, Betty McLeod, Janice Keen, Michele Allan, Hugh Young, Mary 

Hodge (Australia) 
 

The Months Minds, Anniversaries, and Birthday Remembrances of 

Alice Docherty, Joseph McDonald, Jim and Annie Flanagan, Ann and Jim Flanagan jnr, Jimmy McCabe, Manus 
McHugh, Bridget O’Hara, Kevin Cleary, Gertrude Branagan, Bruce Cairnduff, Michael Emans, Mary and Pat 
Boyce, Annie Nelson, Kathleen McGee, Campbell McAdam, Cathie Blake, Mary and James Toal, Mary and 

Andrew Bartle, John Cooper 
 

Lord, in our grief we turn to you.   Are you not the God of love who opens your ears to all?   Listen to our prayers 
for your servants, whom you have called out of this world:  lead them to your kingdom of light and peace and 
count them among the saints in glory. 

Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to prepare for and celebrate our Christmas Masses.  The church 

was beautifully decorated, the flowers stunning and the crib beautiful.  Thanks to our servers, readers, musi-

cians, eucharistic ministers and passkeepers.  There are so many people who work so hard in the parish, not 

just at Christmas, and Deacon Bill and I are so grateful to you. 

An Apology (and correction) 

At Christmas I mistakenly included 

Agnes Carroll among the names of 

those who had died.  I apologise 

for any distress this may have 

caused. 

Visits to the Housebound 

During Advent, Deacon Bill and I visited a number of the sick of the 

parish.  However, as the rates of infection grew, we decided to put 

a halt to that and so not all were visited.  We will not visit people 

as a matter of course for the time being.  However, if there is a 

particular urgency then please contact us. 


