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O U R  L A D Y  of  L O U R D E S 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
THIS WEEK 

 

The church will be open on 
Monday to Saturday from 
9.00am until 4.00pm or until 
after the Evening Mass or 
Service.   
 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent / Year A                                                            

5 December 2021 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AND 
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 

 

On Fridays in the church at 1.30pm and 
concludes with the Chaplet at 3.00pm.   
All are welcome to gather for these 
prayers. 

THE MOTHERS’ PRAYER GROUP & PRO LIFE PRAYER GROUP 
 

Meetings on Tuesdays after 10.00am Mass with Rosary in the church and Mothers’ Prayers afterwards in the 
Oratory.    All welcome. 

Services this week (6-12 Dec) 

 

Monday  10am  Advent Devotions 

Tuesday  10am  Memorial of St Ambrose 

Wed  10am     Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

Thurs  10am  Advent Weekday 

 (11am - Funeral of John Docherty at S Lanarkshire Crematorium) 

Fri  7am  Advent Weekday 

  10am  Advent Weekday 

Sat  9.15-9.45 Confessions 

  10am  Advent Weekday 

  4.14-4.45 Confessions 

  5pm   Vigil Mass 

Sun  9am  Sunday Mass 

  11am  Sunday Mass 

  2pm   Autism Friendly Mass 

 

During Advent there will be a 7am Mass on Fridays 

December - Advent Devotions 

Deacon Bill will lead Advent 

devotions every Monday in De-

cember at 10am. This will in-

clude exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament, Rosary and Bene-

diction. 

Pro-Life Prayer Group 

This will now meet on 

Wednesdays after 10am 

Mass.   

Autism-friendly Mass 

2nd Sunday of each month at 

2pm.  Next Mass is 12th De-

cember. 



Season of  Advent  -  Advent  Week 2  

Y E A R  O F  S T  J O S E P H  

Reflection on the Readings 

Once again, prophecy holds the key to 
understanding Advent.  Baruch points to a 
great future for a nation in exile; people 

must prepare by obeying God’s decree to 
flatten mountains and fill in valleys.  Israel 
will then walk in safety under the glory of 

God, with God’s mercy and integrity 
for escort.  Today, John the Baptist 

urges people to be baptised (literally, 
immersed) in the things of God, 

demonstrated by them being immersed 

in water. 

Next Week’s Readings 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-18 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst 
Psalm: Isaiah 12 
Sing and shout for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel 
Philippians 4:4-7 
The Lord is very near 
Luke 3:10-18 
Someone is coming who will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire 

This Week’s Readings 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Baruch 5:1-9 
God means to show your splendour to every nation 
Psalm 125 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad 
Philippians 1:4-6,8-11 
May you be pure and blameless in preparation for 
the day of Christ 
 
Luke 3:1-6 
The call of John the Baptist 
  

Tuesday - St Ambrose 340-397 

He was born in Trier, Germany, where his father was an official of the Roman Empire.  He entered the same 

profession and became governor of Liguria-Emilia by 372.  There was tension between Arian and orthodox 

parties among the Christians of Milan when they gathered to elect a new bishop in 374 and Ambrose coun-

selled them to observe public order.  He was an impressive speaker, and they acclaimed him as their bishop 

though he was only a catechumen (preparing to be received into the Church).  He had to be baptized and 

ordained in the space of a few days.  He was a strong and popular pastoral leader, opposing Arianism 

(which denied the divinity of Christ). 

Wednesday - Immaculate Conception 

This is a mystery of our Faith.  It is one of several points where Our Lady was treated in a privileged place 

by God, emphasising her unique place in His plan.  As a doctrine of the Church, it was only promulgated in 

1854, but had been a strong popular belief for centuries.  Our own Blessed John Duns Scotus (1266-1308) 

was one of the greatest champions of this dogma. 

Bingo 

The bingo will pause for the winter in a few weeks with the final evening being 14th December.  It will then 

restart on 15th March. 



Foodbank 

Please note the following Foodbank associated dates for December. 

Weekend of 4/5th - This weekend, Karen Dornan, Coordinator of EK Community Foodbank, will deliver a 

short talk at each of our Masses on the work of the Foodbank. 

Weekend of 11/12th - Foodbank collection for December (one week later than normal). 

As of last month we are now able to accept food bags for our local Foodbank. Since this is our December/

Christmas donation and, as in previous years, you may wish to include a small treat (eg Selection Box) in your 

donation. A box will continue to be available at the back of the Church for any financial contribution.  

Bishops’ Letter 

Bishop Toal has asked that the following be published from him to be read alongside the letter from the Bishops of 

Scotland re-establishing the Sunday obligation. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Along with my Brother Bishops in Scotland I have issued a pastoral letter this week to encourage the faithful 

in Motherwell Diocese to participate in the liturgical life and communal worship of the Church, most particu-

larly through your willing presence at Sunday Mass. To this end, the Sunday Obligation to attend Holy Mass 

is to be re-instated at the beginning of 2022. 

Some clergy and faithful have contacted me, or expressed their opinions elsewhere, to raise concerns about 

the decision to re-instate the Sunday Mass Obligation. They rightly tell me that some of the Faithful have a 

fear of coming to public gatherings, however meticulous the precautions put in place, and don’t wish to feel 

pressured into returning to Sunday Mass before they are ready to do so. Earlier in the pandemic I wrote 

that the “tenderness” of individuals’ consciences in another liturgical matter should be respected and I apply 

the same thinking here. If you are afraid to come back to Sunday Mass at present, take your time in decid-

ing when to do so and do not feel it as a weight on your conscience if you are not fulfilling the obligation. 

By following your conscience in your own particular mitigating circumstances, it should not be considered a 

serious sin to make this decision. Indeed we are being told today that further problems may lie ahead with 

possible repercussions for us all. 

With my prayers and good wishes as we are about to begin the Season of Advent, 

Yours in Christ, 

+ Joseph Toal 

TOYS FOR CHRISTMAS 

As we think of those less fortunate than ourselves at this 

time of year, we invite you to participate in our now well 

established tradition of gifting toys to children in some of 

the poorer parts of Glasgow.  Any used or nearly new 

toys in good condition can be left in the church porch, 

wrapped and with a tag indicating age group and 

whether for a boy or a girl.  The toys will be delivered 

to a distribution team midweek before Christmas.   

General Absolution 

Bishop Toal has given permission for a peniten-

tial service with General Absolution to be cele-

brated   during Advent.  This will be on Tuesday 

21st at 7pm.  However, any serious sin must be 

confessed at individual confession.  I will make 

myself available for individual confession on the 

evenings of Wed 22nd & Thurs 23rd between 6-

8pm. 



COLLECTIONS & DONATIONS 
 

Last Sunday’s Offertory 
 
£1339.67+ GiftAid/Standing Orders £800.00 
 
 

Stall    £111.60 
Votive Candles  £138.73 

THANK 
YOU 

The Hall - A Few Things 

• The Friendship Club has resumed on Thursdays at 1.30pm in the lounge 

• There will be tea and biscuits in the hall lounge after the 10am Mass on Wednesday  

• The mother and toddler group will meet on Thursdays between 10.30 and 12noon.  

• Bushido Karate Club, Saturday, 9-11am, in the hall. This family orientated group welcomes new mem-

bers of all ages and abilities. Contact Paul, 07552 082227 for more information. 

 ✠ Please r emember  in  your  prayers       ✠ 
Those who are sick 

Heather Neilson, Denise Maria Cairns 
 

Those who have died recently 
Zenaida Andrews, Kevin Hunter, Mary Semple, Alex Smith, Madge Allan, John Campbell (funeral S Lanarkshire 

Crematorium, Thurs 11am), Patrick McLuskey (funeral St Bride’s, Monday 11am) 
 

The Months Minds and Anniversaries of 

William Whitting, George Reilly snr, Joseph Sweeney, Jane McNamara, John Magill 

Birthday Remembrance 

Betty Canning 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace. Amen.  

New Altar Servers 

I would like to recruit some new altar servers to add to those who are already doing such a great job.  An-

yone who has received their 1st communion is able to do this.  I plan to have new servers in place for Christ-

mas.  I will be available at the end of each Mass this Saturday and Sunday and would ask any children to 

wait behind with one responsible adult each and we will make a start.  The 1st thing will be to get the serv-

ers used to processing in and out, so they won’t need to know everything before they start. 

Raffle - Hamper 

The winning ticket was Green 881-885 

(serial no. AB62522).  If you have the ticket, 

speak to Fr Dougan.  The fantastic sum of 

£950 was raised for the Cardinal Winning 

pro-life initiative. 

Christmas Masses-Advance Notice 

Masses will be: 

Fri 24th 5pm - Vigil Mass (Children’s Mass) 

  8.30pm - Carol Service and Mass 

Sat 25th  9am - Mass 

  11am - Mass 


