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O U R  L A D Y  of  L O U R D E S 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
THIS WEEK 

 

The church will be open on 
Monday to Saturday from 
9.00am until 4.00pm or until 
after the Evening Mass or 
Service.   
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent / Year C                                                            

19 December 2021 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AND DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
 

On Fridays in the church at 1.30pm and concludes with the Chaplet at 3.00pm.   All are welcome to gather 
for these prayers. 

THE MOTHERS’ PRAYER GROUP & PRO LIFE PRAYER GROUP 
 

Meetings on Tuesdays after 10.00am Mass with Rosary in the church and Mothers’ Prayers afterwards in the 
Oratory.    All welcome. 

Services this week (20-26 Dec) 

 

Monday  10am  Advent Devotions 

Tuesday  10am  Advent Weekday 

  7pm  Penitential Service 

Wed  10am     Advent Weekday 

  6-8pm Confessions 

Thurs  10am  Advent Weekday 

  6-8pm Confessions 

  7pm  Reception of Body 

Fri  7am  Advent Weekday 

  10am  Funeral (Betty MacLeod) 

  5pm  Christmas Vigil Mass 

  8.30pm Christmas Mass 

Sat  9am  Christmas Mass 

  11am  Christmas Mass 

Sun  9am  Mass for the Feast of the Holy Family 

  11am  Mass for the Feast of the Holy Family 

 

Pro-Life Prayer Group 

This will now meet on 

Wednesdays after 10am 

Mass.   

Autism-friendly Mass 

2nd Sunday of each month at 

2pm.  Next Mass is 9th Janu-

ary. 



Season of  Advent  -  Advent  Week 4  

Y E A R  O F  S T  J O S E P H  

Reflection on the Readings 

In some ways the Visitation story is also 
another annunciation.  Mary and Elizabeth 
meet, and each announces/proclaims the 

role of the other.  Elizabeth acknowledges 
the presence of the mother of her Lord; her 
unborn baby leaps for joy in recognition of 

the yet unborn Jesus, the one whom 
God has sent.  Mary, visiting Elizabeth, 
acknowledges her older relative’s faith 

in the promises of the Lord.  The 
Prophetic nature of the Advent Sunday 

Gospels continues. 

Next Week’s Readings 
The Holy Family 

Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6,12-14 
He who fears the Lord respects his parents 
Psalm 83 
They are happy who dwell in your house O Lord 
1 John 3:1-2,21-24 
We are called God’s children, and that is what we are 
Luke 2:41-52 
Mary stored up all these things in her heart 

This Week’s Readings 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:1-4 
He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord 
Psalm 79 
God of hosts bring us back; let your face shine on us and we 
shall be saved 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will 
Luke 1:39-45 
Why should I be honoured with a visit from the 
mother of my Lord? 
  

Foodbank Collection 

 

Words can never do justice for your outstanding generosity towards the Foodbank this month - 119 bags and 
£4785. These figures are truly astonishing and represent a relentless consideration towards those most in 

need around us. A particular thanks to a Celtic Fans Group who donated £500 of this after a recent collec-

tion at Celtic Park and to one of our parishioners who again facilitated this.  

You may recall that our first collection seven years ago realised 18 food bags. What a distance we have 
travelled since then. This year alone you have donated 146 bags (2 months) and £19097. Thank you so much 

for all of this and for your unyielding support over the years. 

Since we do not regularly collect in January our next collection will be the weekend of 5/6th February 2022. 

Attendance at Masses over Christmas 

With the rise in cases over recent days, you may want to think carefully about attending Mass.  Firstly, re-

member there is no obligation to attend.  Mass will be available, but I would ask you not to take a risk that 

you are uncomfortable with. 

Secondly, if you are coming to Mass please take a lateral flow test before attending.  This is a responsibil-

ity you should not avoid. 

Thirdly, if you want a quieter Mass then it is likely the Masses on Christmas day itself will be quieter than 

the Vigil Mass.  In fact, it may be preferable to come to a Mass on one of the weekdays after Christmas 

instead. 



General Absolution 

Bishop Toal has given permission for a peniten-

tial service with General Absolution to be cele-

brated   during Advent.  This will be on Tuesday 

21st at 7pm.  However, any serious sin must be 

confessed at individual confession.  I will make 

myself available for individual confession on the 

evenings of Wed 22nd & Thurs 23rd between 6-

8pm. 

Parking at Christmas 

The Christmas Eve Masses could be quite busy, so it 

would be good to plan ahead.  Could you park a little 

bit further away and walk to the church to allow the 

more frail to park nearby?  Also, the car park in the Pri-

mary School will be available on Christmas Eve. 

This is a good time to remind each other to avoid parking 

in such a way as to inconvenience those who live near the 

church 

Bishop Toal’s Christmas Message 

In present circumstances it does feel difficult to look forward to Christmas as we are made aware of further 

restrictions due to the new variant of the coronavirus. Perhaps the ongoing crisis we are living through makes 

the happy, indeed joyful, celebration of Christmas all the more necessary as we celebrate the presence of 

God in our midst in the person of the Baby Jesus. 

The birth of a child is a moment of great joy and of thanksgiving for the gift of life and the promise of how 

that life will grow and fulfil its potential through that person’s time on earth. Just as the circumstances of Je-

sus’ birth were challenging that can often be the case for others, but it is amazing how even the weakest, the 

most disadvantaged, do survive and find their place in the human family. Sadly not everybody does and 

the tragedies surrounding the loss of little children, and unborn babies, are among the hardest that parents 

and families face. As we acclaim the Child in the Manger as God, born as one of us, we commend to him 

those who have lost babies and all who are heart-broken over the loss of loved ones of all ages in recent 

times. 

At Christmas we are invited to come to the manger ourselves in the spirit of the shepherds and wise men to 

do the Lord homage and present ourselves to him, seeking his grace and peace in our own lives. It is what 

we do constantly as we turn to God in prayer and come together to participate in the celebration of Holy 

Mass. Coming to the Christmas Crib is an extra beautiful expression of our faith in the Lord made flesh, who 

has truly dwelt among us.it is an added opportunity to express our desire to remain close to him always and 

to receive the fullest benefit of his presence within and among us. The words of the last two verses of Away 

in a Manger come to mind: 

Be near me Lord Jesus. I ask you to stay 

Close by me forever and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

I wish you and your families a very Happy and Joyful Christmas and every blessing in 2022. 

With my prayers and very best wishes, 

Yours in Christ, 

+ Joseph Toal 

Justice and Peace Collection 

On the weekend of the 1st & 2nd January there will be a 2nd collection for Justice and Peace. 



COLLECTIONS & DONATIONS 
 

Last Sunday’s Offertory 
£1509.00+ GiftAid/Standing Orders £800.00 
 
 

Stall    £255.00 
Votive Candles  £138.00 

THANK 
YOU 

The Hall - A Few Things 

1) The Wednesday tea bar raised £141.75 for Kilbryde Hospice on Wednesday 15 December. Thanks to 

all who contributed to this great total and for their continuing support of the tea bar. The tea bar will pause 

until 12th January 2022 

2) The mother and toddler group will pause until 13th January 2022 

3) The Friendship Club will pause until February 2022 

 ✠ Please r emember  in  your  prayers       ✠ 
Those who are sick 

Heather Neilson, Denise Maria Cairns, Emilia McMillan, Rena O’Hare 
 

Those who have died recently 
Stephen Southworth, Edward Garry, John Mulgrew, Tommy McNally, Frank McMahon, Bernard Gallagher, 

Malcolm McDonald, Mary Frances Bruce, Julie Martin, Betty MacLeod (funeral Fri 10am) 
 

The Months Minds, Anniversaries, and Birthday Remembrances of 

Emma Harkinson, Annie & Moira McClure, Betty & Hugh Ward, Kathleen McGinn, George McCormack, Danny 
McGinn, Michael Means, Elizabeth & William Kirk, Agnes & William Magill, Agnes McDonald, Ian Porter, Frank & 

Mary McWilliams, Teresa Woodside, Ann Little, Christina Samson, Edgar Croser, Michael Peter Berry 
 

Christmas Remembrances 
 

Philip & Loreta McCafferty, Maureen McCafferty Somerville, Jim & Maureen Martin, Anne Boyd, 
Michael Emans 

MY DAY BY DAY book of Mass scripture read-

ings - From John Burns 

The final book (January's book) of our annual sub-

scription will be available soon. Unless subscribers 

tell me differently, I will presume that they wish to 

continue with their order for the year ahead. 

Any parishioner who wishes to take up subscription 

for the coming year (starting with February's book) 

should text me on 07788918579 before Christmas. 

Cost for the year ahead remains at £10. This can be 

paid to me in January. 

 

      THE WORLD MISSION GROUP 

The World Mission Group (Third World Group) has 

regrettably now folded. It has been difficult to sustain 

the Group over the past few years and particularly 

during the pandemic. The Group would like to thank 

parishioners for all their generous support over many 

years. The charities which have received donations 

include ‘Let the Children Live’, The India Village Pro-

ject, The Martin Chambers Ecuador Trust and Mary’s 

Meals. The donations made to these charities total 

£160,000. The Group is very grateful for the tremen-

dous support given towards the work of these chari-

ties. Finally, if anyone has cans with donations they 

can be handed in to the Stall or to Fr. Dougan. 


