
 ✠ Please remember  in your  prayers        ✠ 
 

Those who died recently: Helen Sibbald of Christchurch Place and formerly of Ontario Park, (Requiem Mass on 
Tuesday at 10.00am), Alice Doherty of Headhouse Court (Requiem Mass at 10.00am on Wednesday 20th 
January), Carol Burns of Jamaica Drive (Requiem Mass on Monday 25th January at 10.00am), Kathleen McIntyre 
of Murdoch Road (Requiem Mass on Friday 12th February at 10.00am),  Jean Connor of Abbey Lodge Care 
Home (Parishioner of St Bride’s, Cambuslang), Karen O’Connor (nee Gilchrist), Anne Young,  
 

The Months Minds and Anniversaries of: Margaret Hannah, Mrs Annie McClure, Miss Moira McClure, Eddie 
Houston Snr, Margaret Brannan (First Anniversary), Joe Keenan, James Magill, Rose, William, Elizabeth and Winnie 
Kirk, Mary Robertson, John Reynolds, Patrick Kilcullen. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen.  
 

Please remember the sick and housebound in your prayers.  Thank you. 

Statement of  the Bishops’ Conference of  Scotland  
 

Recognising the dangers posed by the new faster-spreading variant of COVID-19, we note the 
Scottish Government’s decision to close all places of worship from Friday 8 January 2021.  
 

The Scottish Government believes that such measures are necessary to curtail the spread of this 
new strain during the roll-out of the vaccine. We appreciate the difficult choices facing the 
Scottish Government at this time and we have shown ourselves ready both to cooperate with and 
to support its efforts in protecting the common good.  This has included curtailing public worship in 
extreme circumstances and for a limited period.   

 

However, we are also perplexed by the decision, given that the stringent measures taken since last March to ensure 
public safety in our churches have been effective. No evidence has been forthcoming to justify the inclusion of places 
of worship as sources of infection. Without such scientific evidence, these restrictions will appear to Catholics to be 
arbitrary and unfair.  Moreover, a significant number of other sectors similarly restricted last March alongside public 
worship – such as construction, manufacturing and elite sports - have now been left free to continue in operation.   
 

We also note that, in England, the essential contribution of public worship to the spiritual welfare of all citizens 
during this crisis has now been endorsed by the decision not to close places of worship while the Scottish 
Government has apparently retreated from this view, causing dismay and confusion 
 

We are very aware of the disappointment these closures will cause not only to our own Catholic community, but 
to many of our fellow-Christians and those of other faiths in Scotland. We wish to emphasise again the spiritual, 
social and psychological benefits provided by continuing public worship, and we ask for these to be taken into 
full account in future decisions. Public worship is a human right and is a duty humanity owes to God.  More 
concretely, Catholics need the Eucharist and the Sacramental encounter with the LORD as necessary to their 
spiritual wellbeing and their ultimate salvation. 
 

While we unequivocally share the common goal of protecting public health, we urge the Scottish Government, when 
the present measures are reviewed later in January, to reconsider these restrictions in the light of the above concerns. 

BOOK CLUB 

 

The first meeting of the 
Book Club this year takes 
place via Zoom on Tuesday 
19th January at 7.30pm. 
The book chosen for 
discussion is Brideshead 
Revisited by Evelyn Waugh. 

LIVE STREAMING 
 

With our churches closed during this time of further restrictions, we will live-stream 
all our Masses and other liturgies as advertised in our daily schedule. Mass from 
Monday to Saturday will be celebrated at 10.00am and, on Sunday, Mass will be 
at 11.00am. There’s no Saturday Vigil Mass during this time of restrictions. Please 
have a look at our daily schedule and join us for Mass and for some of the other 
Services which we will celebrate either from the church or the Oratory. Please note 
the revised time for Night Prayer - 9.30pm - from today/Saturday 9th January. 
Visit the parish website for details of how to view the live-stream. 
We are looking into improving the quality of sound on the live-streaming 
celebrations which we hope will make it a better experience for all joining us 
virtually for Mass and the other Services available to our parish community. We 
apologise for some of the hiccups over the last few days! 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 10th January 2021 
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O U R  L A D Y  of  L O U R D E S  

Letter from the Bishop of Motherwell to the Faithful of the Diocese 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I hope this finds you well and safe at this very difficult time. I offer my prayerful 
support for all who are ill, and for those adversely affected by the continuing 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on our lives. 
 

As we are well aware, the gravity of the threat posed by the more rapid spread of 
the virus in recent weeks led to the Scottish Government introducing a law telling us 
all to stay at home unless we have an essential reason for leaving our homes. My 
understanding of the need for such a law is the severity of the situation we are in 
and the resulting need to limit moments of physical  social contact with one another as much as possible. 
Presented with this reality, it is right to assess whether we should gather together for services of public worship 
and my judgement as a Catholic Bishop is that we should not gather for Mass or other public services while we 
are required by law to stay at home for our own safety and that of other people. I recognise though that there 
will be critical moments during this extraordinary period for some people to leave their houses and gather in a 
church for an essential reason, most notably, but perhaps not exclusively,  for the Funeral Mass of a loved one. 
 

The Scottish Government, as well as requiring us to stay at home, has mandated that places of worship be closed, 
apart from services for the celebration of marriages and funerals. It is  argued by some that the Government should 
not have imposed this regulation on religious bodies, and the Scottish Catholic Bishops have expressed this view, and it 
does feel that the Churches and others could have made this decision ourselves in a spirit of cooperation and 
understanding with the Government in the face of the difficulties we face. Although some do object, I think the majority 
of Catholics in the Diocese of Motherwell, both lay faithful and clergy, agree that we would accept the closure of our 
churches for our regular acts of worship as a necessary consequence of being required to stay at home. There is a 
sacrifice in this, and a loss of the spiritual benefit and consolation we experience particularly in the Celebration of the 
Eucharist, but it has to be recognised that the previous limits in numbers at our services have restricted attendance and 
some have not felt able to return to church despite the precautions in place. The present closure of our churches means 
we all share in the gravity of our present vulnerability and have to rely on our personal and family resources of faith, 
which are often deeper than we realise, and the enhanced offering of on-line and audio services which our parishes 
have learned to facilitate in recent times. We can still receive much spiritual sustenance, and our prayer-life and our 
communion with the Lord, and with one another in his Body, should continue and perhaps grow in depth as  we seek the 
Lord’s help and the intercession of Mary and the Saints in our present need. 
 

I and the clergy of the Diocese offer our prayers and support to you through our continued celebration of 
Mass, which we have the  great privilege of offering daily. We hope and pray that the present physical 
separation may not be prolonged, and that we may return in due course to the normal liturgical, sacramental 
and social life in our parishes with renewed spiritual vigour and hope in the Lord’s goodness, and in our 
compassion for one another and those most in need. 
 

With my prayers and best wishes, 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
 

 

✠ Joseph Toal,  

Bishop of Motherwell. 



THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS  

SATURDAY 9TH JANUARY  (Readings: 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149; John 3:22-30) 

9.30am Rosary 

10.00am Holy Mass of Saturday following the Epiphany of the Lord 

6.00pm Evening Prayer I of the Church for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

SUNDAY 10TH JANUARY  (Readings: Isaiah 42:1; Psalm 28; Acts 10:34-38; Matt 3:13-17) 

10.00am Morning Prayer of the Church for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

11.00am Holy Mass for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

6.00pm Angelus, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Evening Prayer II of the Church for the Feast 

 of the Baptism of the Lord concluding with Benediction 

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

MONDAY 11TH JANUARY  (Readings: Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm 96; Mark 1:14-20) 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Holy Mass of Monday of the 1st week of the year 

6.00pm Angelus, Rosary and Evening Prayer of the Church  

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

ORDINARY TIME  

TUESDAY 12TH JANUARY  (Readings: Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalm 8; Mark 1:21-28) 

9.15am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Requiem Mass for the Repose of the Soul of Helen Sibbald 

6.00pm Angelus, Rosary and Evening Prayer of the Church  

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

WEDNESDAY 13TH JANUARY  (Readings: 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Psalm 95; Luke 5:1-11) 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church for the Feast of St Kentigern  

10.00am Holy Mass for the Feast of St Kentigern  

6.00pm Angelus, Rosary, Litany of Supplication  

 and Evening Prayer of the Church for the Feast of St Kentigern  

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

THURSDAY 14TH JANUARY  (Readings: Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalm 94; Mark 1:40-45) 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Holy Mass of Thursday of the 1st week of the year 

6.00pm Angelus, Exposition and Evening Prayer of the Church concluding with Benediction 

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

FRIDAY 15TH JANUARY   (Readings: Hebrews 4:1-5,11; Psalm 77; Mark 2:1-12) 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Holy Mass of Friday of the 1st week of the year 

6.00pm Angelus, Litany of the Sacred Heart and Evening Prayer of the Church 

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

SATURDAY 16TH JANUARY  (Readings: Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 18; Mark 2:13-17) 

9.30am Rosary  

10.00am Holy Mass of Saturday of the1st week of the year 

6.00pm Evening Prayer I of the Church for the 2nd Sunday of the year 

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

COLLECTION & DONATIONS 
 

Sunday Offertory 3rd January  £945.00  

 + GiftAid/Standing Orders  £900.00  

Votive Candles  £25.00 

Stall  £10.00 

Flowers for the altar £10 .00 

Donations £200.00 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

SUNDAY 17TH JANUARY  (Readings: 1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:13-15, 17-20; Psalm 39; John 1:35-42) 

10.00am Morning Prayer of the Church for 2nd Sunday of the year 

11.00am Holy Mass of 2nd Sunday of the year 

6.00pm Angelus, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Evening Prayer II of the Church for the 2nd 

 Sunday of the year concluding with Benediction 

9.30pm Night Prayer of the Church  

THANK YOU 
 

We are ever grateful for your support for the life of the 
parish as many of you join us for the live-streamed liturgies.   
We are also very appreciative of the financial help you 
have given so faithfully over the months since the original 
lockdown last March. Once again, parishioners can make 
their Offertory contributions through the Parish House 
letterbox as well as donations for Justice & Peace and St 
Margaret’s Children & Family Care Society. 

Baptism- the path of  humility 
 

This year’s liturgy offers us the event of the Baptism of Jesus according to the Gospel 
of Matthew (cf. 3:13-17). The Evangelist describes the dialogue between Jesus who 
asks to be baptised and John the Baptist who wants to prevent him and observes: ‘I 
need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?’ (v. 14). This decision by Jesus 
surprises the Baptist: in fact the Messiah does not need to be purified; indeed he is 
the one who purifies. But God is Holy. His ways are not ours and Jesus is God’s path, 
an unpredictable path. Let us remember that God is the God of surprises. 
 

John had stated that there was an abyssal, unbridgeable difference between him 
and Jesus. I am not worthy to carry his sandals (cf. Mt 3:11), he had said. But the 

Son of God came precisely to fill this gap between man and God. If Jesus is completely on God’s side, he is 
also completely on the side of mankind and he reunites what was divided. This is why he answers John: ‘Let it 
be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness’ (v. 15). The Messiah asks to be baptised so that 
all righteousness be fulfilled, that God’s design which passes through filial obedience and solidarity with fragile 
and sinful mankind, be fulfilled. It is the path of humility and of God’s complete closeness to his children. 
 

The prophet Isaiah also announces the righteousness of the Servant of God who fulfills his mission in the world 
with a style that is opposed to the worldly spirit. ‘He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard on the 
street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench’ (42:2-3). It is the attitude 
of meekness — the attitude of simplicity, of respect, of moderation and of hiddeness that is still asked today of 
the Lord’s disciples. How many — it is sad to say — how many of the Lord’s disciples boast that they are 
disciples of the Lord. Those who boast are not good disciples of the Lord. The good disciple is humble, meek, 
one who does good unobtrusively. In missionary work, the Christian community is called to approach others 
always offering and not imposing, bearing witness, sharing the concrete life of the people. 
 

As soon as Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan, the heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit alighted on him 
like a dove, as a voice from heaven said: ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased’ (Mt 3:17). We 
rediscover our own Baptism in the Feast of the Baptism. Just as Jesus is the Beloved Son of the Father, we too, 
reborn by water and the Holy Spirit, know we are loved children — the Father loves us all! —, the object of 
God’s satisfaction, brothers and sisters of many brothers and sisters, assigned with a great mission to bear witness 
and proclaim the Father’s boundless love to all mankind. 
 

This Feast of the Baptism of Jesus reminds us of our own Baptism. We too were reborn 
in Baptism. In Baptism the Holy Spirit came down to remain within us. This is why it is 
important to know the date of our Baptism. We know our date of birth, but we do not 
always know the date of our Baptism. Celebrate the date of your Baptism in your 
heart, every year. Do it. This also does justice to the Lord who was so kind to us. 
 

May Mary Most Holy help us to understand increasingly the gift of Baptism and to 
live it consistently in everyday situations. 
 

POPE FRANCIS, Angelus for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 12th January 2020  

ORDINARY TIME  


