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Jesus Christ – The Way, The 
Truth and The Life 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK PRAYER 

 

Jesus our Teacher, 
in your love for us, 

help us to develop our own talents 
so that we may become like you 

and lead lives of goodness. 
 

Bless all learners 
and all teachers. 

May our Catholic schools continue to serve our families, 
our communities and our country. 

Help us, through our learning, 
to believe in you 

and to celebrate the life of your Church. 
 

Help us to grow in holiness 
as we grow in friendship with you 

and try to become saints. 
 

We make this prayer 
in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

Education 
Sunday 

2020 
 

Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. You believe in 
God; believe also in me. 
My Father’s house has 

many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told 

you that I am going 
there to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, 

I will come back and 
take you to be with me 
that you also may be 

where I am. You know 
the way to the place 
where I am going.” 

 
Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we don’t know 
where you are going, so 
how can we know the 

way?” 
 

Jesus answered, “I am the 
way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to 
the Father except 

through me. If you really 
know me, you will know 
my Father as well. From 

now on, you do know 
him and have seen him.” 

 
John 14:1-7 

S t  A n d r e w ’ s  a n d  S t  B r i d e ’ s  L e a r n i n g  C o m m u n i t y  
C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  W e e k  

1 6  -  3 0  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0  
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St Andrew’s and St Bride’s High School Learning Community 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MARY’S MEALS – FRIENDSHIP WITH DAMU 

 

Each year our whole Learning Community joins together to sponsor DAMU Primary School in Malawi and commits 

to raising £4000 in order to feed the children there. We have already come a substantial way toward meeting our 

target through our ‘50K in 10 days’ for DAMU fundraiser which raised £3462. An enormous thank you to all 

members of our faith and learning community who donated generously to this initiative.  If you wish to make a 

donation to this wonderful cause please see the St Andrew’s or St Bride’s High School website for details. 

 
St Andrew’s and St Bride’s High School 
At St. Andrew’s and St. Bride’s High School we follow the example of Jesus, our teacher, as the Way, 

the Truth and the Life.  Here are some of the ways in which we have tried to live by Christ’s example 

as witnesses to our faith: 

 

WEEKLY MASSES 

 

Our school Chaplain, Fr. Sean Wyllie has been saying Masses each Monday morning 

in the school.  There is no better way to start the school week. 

 

RETREATS 

 

Due to restrictions on school trips, we have had to adapt our retreat programme 

this year to the ‘new normal’.  We delivered S1 retreats focussed on ‘Supporting 

One Another’, where we explored the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the ways in 

which we can use our gifts and talents to help others.  Pupils took time during 

their retreats to reflect on the depth of God’s love for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S1 CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 

 

Due to the closure of schools, some pupils were 

not able to complete their Confirmation 

preparations in Primary 7.  S1 pupils who are still 

to make their Confirmation have been supported 

in their preparation by talks from our school 

chaplain, Fr. Sean, lessons delivered by our S6 

Caritas pupils on the Sacrament of Confirmation 

and through our retreat programme.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

CHAPLAIN 

Here in St Andrew’s and St 

Bride’s, although things are 

very different from 

normal, we continue to work 

together to deepen and 

nurture the spiritual lives 

of our young people. 

Building on their desire to 

help others, we are helping 

them put Christ at the 

centre of all they do and all 

they are, to build a better 

world for the future. 

You will see from this 

newsletter all the 

wonderful things that are 

taking place in all areas of 

the school and we thank 

God for it all. Please keep 

us in your prayers and be 

assured of our prayers for 

you, particularly at our 

school Masses. 

May the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, St Andrew and St 

Bride pray for us all. 

Reverend Father Seán G. 

Wyllie 
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CARITAS 

This year we have 65 S6 students involved in Pope Benedict XVI Caritas Award – the highest uptake in our 

school’s history.  Through this award our young people are invited to respond to 

God’s call of love and continue on their faith journey, 

giving faith witness in their communities.  Fr. Sean 

led a Caritas Commissioning Service in our school 

street area, preparing our learners to set out on 

their journey of faith and love. 

Our Caritas pupils have been creating stunning faith 

displays around our school, including this painting of a 

tree, on which S1 pupils can put examples of the ways 

in which they can be Christ’s hands in the world.   

 

NOVEMBER SERVICES 

During the month of November, classes in all year groups have the opportunity to participate in a short prayer 

service in our school oratory.  November lists are placed at the front of the Oratory and all school Masses during 

this month will be dedicated to those on our November lists. 

 

FOOD BANK APPEALS 

This year our Health and Wellbeing Committee, led by Mrs Murchie is organising collections for the SASB 

foodbank, which offers targeted support to our own young people and families.  We will also be collecting for EK 

Churches Together Food Bank.  This initiative supports the most vulnerable in our communities.  Thank you to all 

of the pupils, families and teachers who have contributed to the food bank collections. 

 

BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL 

Each year, St. Andrew’s and St. Bride’s Charity Committee, led by Mrs Tait 

collects shoeboxes on behalf of Blythswood Shoebox Appeal. The shoeboxes will 

be delivered as Christmas presents to families in Eastern Europe facing 

difficulties through poverty, illness and disabilities. Thank you to all of those who 

have supported this initiative. 

 

THE WAYSIDE CLUB 

Up until March this year our school community had sent 66 senior 

pupils and 35 members of staff to volunteer at the Wayside Club 

Centre in Glasgow for two hours every Thursday night. The Wayside 

Club is operated by the Legion of Mary, a Catholic lay organisation 

and aims to meet the needs of the homeless and those suffering 

from hardship, addiction or financial difficulties. Our volunteers 

helped to provide a warm, friendly and safe environment to those in 

need. They helped prepare and serve hot teas and coffees, soup, 

sandwiches and played games of cards, bingo and prayed with 

members. As circumstances no longer allow us to volunteer just now, 

our school community is currently collecting toiletries to be delivered to the shelter. 

Being involved with the Wayside Club has been a deeply rewarding experience for our 

school community, allowing our young people the opportunity to put into practice the 

Gospel values of love, compassion and kindness and understand the importance of promoting social justice for all.  
 

RMCE 

In RMCE, classes have been learning about modern day saints, 

such as Blessed Carlo Acutis.  They have also being researching 

and presenting on Our Lady, and S4 have been creating 

informative videos on Christ as Saviour and Redeemer.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



St Hilary's Primary School 

 

Our aim as a Catholic School is 

to bring the Gospel values to 

life in a real and meaningful 

way for our children. In a year 

like no other, our faith 

remains a constant source of 

hope and guidance through 

these unprecedented and 

challenging times. Our 

curriculum ensures that 

religious education, and our 

catholic ethos, are at the centre of all learning and teaching in our school.  

We believe that our school is at the heart of the community and, as such, we form a special 

partnership with our parents and local parishes in order to enable our children to develop their faith 

and come to know Jesus better.  

We do this by leading by example and giving children the opportunity to practice and grow their faith 

daily. Our ethos is one which promotes inclusion and celebrates and values each child as a unique 

individual. We try to live our daily lives as people of God who treat each other with acceptance, 

kindness and respect.  

We uphold moral teachings and reflect the Gospel Values as we try to live our daily lives as people of 

God through prayer, kindness and respect towards each other and through our charitable deeds. Our 

charity work supports S.C.I.A.F, Missio, Loaves and Fishes, HCPT and more.  

We work closely with our Parish Priests, 

Deacon and wider parish community to enrich 

the learning experiences of our pupils. Our 

clergy are regular visitors to the school and 

lead us in the celebration of Mass throughout 

the year. Our religious observance is pupil led, 

not only in the celebration of the Holy Mass 

but through daily prayer, assemblies and 

prayer services. 

We have also developed strong relationships 

of faith and learning within our Learning Community and have been working increasingly closely with our 

High School and Associate Primaries to share and develop our Pope Francis Faith Award and charitable 

works. We were delighted to come together in St. Hilary’s, earlier this year, as a Learning Community 

to share our Pope Francis Faith journey and experiences.  
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St Louise Primary School 
 

In St Louise, our motto is Love God, Love 

learning and Love each other. Catholic 

education week is a time for us to reflect on these 

values and how the family of St Louise use our strengths 

to learn, look out for one another and build upon our 

faith. What our children learn from the examples of 

Gospel stories, taught at home, school and church, is 

evident in how they live their lives.  

St Louise pupils demonstrate patience, kindness and 

tolerance just as Jesus teaches. In our school we 

understand how privileged we are and endeavour to help 

others through our Lenten charities of SCIAF, Missio, 

Let the Children Live, Mary's Meals and donations to our local food banks. Each year we hold a ‘Wear it 

Blue for Damu’ day to support the partnership fundraising efforts in our learning community for a 

school in Malawi. 

 

We celebrate our Patron Saint Louise each year on 9th May and our Parent Staff Group (PSG) work 

with us to use this opportunity to support and help those less fortunate than ourselves. The response 

to this is always fantastic and the children report that they enjoy this event even more, knowing that 

they are helping others.  

 

We have close working relationships with our local parishes 

and all our pupils and partners aspire to the example of our 

patron, St Louise, who chose to leave her comfortable life 

and devote her time to those in need. It is our aim here in 

our community to consistently think of others and our 

pupils are an example to us all as their day-to-day actions 

demonstrate how they have answered God’s call and chosen 

to follow him. Our Priests are regular visitors to the school 

and this year lead us in the celebration of Mass throughout 

the year via online streaming. 

 

We enhance and enrich our faith journey by joining our 

partner schools, locally and beyond, to celebrate significant 

dates in the liturgical calendar. We embrace these 

opportunities to reflect on our faith and to strengthen our 

relationship with God. 

 

Our Curriculum ensures that our faith is at the heart of all we do and in P6 and P7 our pupils are 

encouraged to develop this further through participation in the Pope Francis Faith Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Saint Leonard’s Primary School 
LEARN CARE PRAY…making the most of every day! 

Kindness- Respect – Faith – Honesty – Friendship – Love  

Our school vision is to fully develop and share our God given gifts and talents with others.                  

We are a nurturing, inclusive school with a warm and welcoming ethos. We place Jesus Christ firmly at 

the centre of our school life and work in partnership with parents, carers, the wider community and 

our parish to fulfil our responsibilities as a Catholic school where children seek to “serve the common 

good.”  

Our MISSIO Champions in P6 lead this charity 

initiative within Saint Leonard’s Primary.  Children 

donate to MISSIO daily, and this year we presented 

the charity with a cheque for £722.01.  In addition 

to MISSIO, we also, at various points in the year, 

raise funds for SCIAF, Mary’s Meals, Let the 

Children Live and Kilbryde Hospice.  Furthermore, 

we organise donations to the East Kilbride Food Bank 

and The Shoebox Appeal.  In 2019 - 2020 we raised 

an amazing total of £2140.72 for our partner 

charities.  

This year we have 68 children working towards the 

Pope Francis Faith Award.  These children 

enthusiastically organise prayer sessions e.g. 

October rosary.  

 

Our weekly Assemblies highlight Feast Days, social issues and charity initiatives.  We work closely with 

our parish priest and the wider parish community to enhance the learning experiences of our children 

and deepen their knowledge of the Catholic Faith.  Children in P3, P4 are preparing for the Sacraments 

of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist. In February 2020, our senior pupils received the Sacrament 

of Confirmation.  

 

We work closely with the Diocese of Motherwell and ensure that we have representatives at all events.   

In recent years we have attended Masses and Services 

relating to the 100 years of The Catholic Education 

Act, the relics of St. Therese de Lisieux and the 

enrolment of Caritas students at St. Andrew’s and   St. 

Bride’s High School to name but a few.  We aim to work 

collegiately and support our partner schools in their 

young people’s journey of faith.  

We are very much looking forward to events and 

Masses within our Diocese and Learning Community 

once restrictions are removed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St Kenneth’s Primary School 

 
In preparation for Catholic Education Week, St Kenneth’s Primary 

thought about what the theme of “Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life” 

means to us.  Here are some of our ideas of the ways in which we can follow Jesus 

and make a difference in our own lives, those of others and our school community. 

 

School Assemblies and Masses: Each class takes a turn of leading a spiritual 

assembly which allows us to reflect together as a school.  Presently we are doing this 

using video conferencing which means we can still keep 

our school community together.  In addition, 

Father Rafal frequently comes to our school for our 

school Masses which are important times for us to 

celebrate together. 

 

Lenten Charities: Each year our school raises £4000 to help a variety of charities.  

We have a partnership with “Let Us Shine” supporting education for a girls’ school in 

Ghana and we always support causes close to our own homes and families, such as 

Hospice and Alzheimer’s Scotland. 

 

Advent Charity: Each year St Kenneth’s works with the SVDP in St Bride’s Parish to 

make up Christmas food hampers and distribute them in the community in order to 

help families and older generations who may be struggling at this time.  This year this 

will be more important than ever. 

 

Preparation for the Sacraments: At present children in 

P3, P4, P5 and P7 are preparing for the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation, the Eucharist and Confirmation.  We are 

delighted P5 children are now able to receive Jesus in the 

Eucharist for the very first time. This is taking place 

throughout the month of November. 

 

Pope Francis Faith Award:  This year 35 P7 pupils are working towards the Pope 

Francis Faith Award.  As part of this work the children are leading prayer in our 

school such as Stations of the Cross and opportunities to pray the Rosary.  These 

candidates are also making short presentations to share on St Bride’s website to 

show how they are living out gospel values in their homes and their school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saint Vincent’s Primary 

 
“Kindness is the key to hearts” the words from our patron, Saint Vincent de Paul 

guide us as we work together as a school community to follow Jesus “in the bits and pieces” 

of every day, learn about  our faith   and grow in  love for God and each other . We celebrate 

the school and gospel values of Respect, Reverence, Fairness, Friendship, Excellence and 

Kindness each week at our school assemblies where children from each class are rewarded 

for living the values of the week.  

 

Our faith is “caught” as well as taught and we value 

and support our parents as first educators of their 

children.  We encourage every child to develop their 

God given gifts and   be the best they can be by 

prayer and example asking the help of Our Lady and 

the Saints.  We use our social media platforms 

especially our school website and Twitter to share 

our faith by marking feast days and celebrating our 

children’s learning and achievements. 

 

Our weekly assemblies (which we now present virtually) 

celebrate diversity, raise awareness of caring for the 

environment and the needs of our world. We begin with our 

school prayer and pray for our school community.  We cultivate 

“an attitude of gratitude”, encourage our children to always 

thank God, and find reasons to be grateful and to treasure the 

gift of Jesus giving Himself as food in the Eucharist. 

 

Saint Vincent’s Primary is 

considered a beacon school for 

Christian Meditation with all classes taught to meditate regularly. 

We have shared our experience with other schools and during the 

past year along with our friends in Saint Louise we have produced 

a film which is used a teaching tool to spread the practice of 

Christian Meditation. 

 

We work closely with our local 

parish of Saint Vincent’s to 

celebrate the sacraments and 

help each other on our journey of 

faith by attending Mass and the 

Parish mission. Fr Ivan Parish 

priest is a regular and very 

welcome visitor to our school. We 

have recently enrolled our P6 pupils for Pope Francis Faith award.  We care and share by 

supporting food collections and organising charity events. Our recent “Bring your wheels to 

school week” helped to raise funds for Missio. 

 
 



Our Lady of Lourdes Primary 
 

 

In Our Lady of Lourdes, we continue throughout these unprecendented times to 

ensure a commitment to our Catholic faith through both words and actions. 

 

Encouraging Pupils to Honour the Saints 

Permeated throughout our Catholic ethos is a strong focus on striving to live like the 

Saints which is reflected in our daily Religious Education lessons, our Sacramental 

Preparation, our participation with the Pope Francis Faith Award (P6 and P7) as well 

as our Whole School Assemblies where we hear stories of the Saints such as St. 

Margaret of Scotland, St. Andrew and, our Patron Saint, Our Lady of Lourdes.  

Currently, we have been taking part in these assemblies virtually with the whole 

school to ensure our continued commitment.   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Life of the School and Parish Links 

In our school we strive to promote a strong prayer life through our daily  

classroom prayers, our whole school assemblies, our commitment to saying  

daily Rosaries during the months of October and May as well as taking part in 

First Friday Masses every month.  Once again, we have continued to take part 

in Masses virtually with both Monsignor Millar and Father Charles since 

returning to school in August ensuring ongoing strong links with our parish.  

Some of our children led the Prayers of Intercession at the virtual Missio 

Champions’ Service celebrated by Bishop Toal for the schools within 

Motherwell Diocese. 

 

Gospel Values 

 

 
 

We ensure that our school’s Gospel Values are continually promoted and reflected on 

within our school helping us to honour Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth and the 

Life. 
 


