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Our Lany oF Loukgs,
0 Campenea Deive,
Exst KiLsripE,

6th Seplemilser, 1964,

Your Grace,

May 1 say on behall of the pricsts and parishioners how
appy | am o welcome you Wo-day? 1 was surely no mere coincidenpe

thut you should be lliciating ai the Solenn Opening of our new chusel,

To-day's histaric weremony seis the seal on the work which ¥ii
Began six years agn when, as Rishop of Molerwell, vou establistied the
mew parish of Our Lady of Lourdes,

We shall always recall with deepest gratiiude the interess yon have
shown in the welfare of ogr parish, amd proy Gead then you may long be

spared o direer the destinies of (he Archdiocese of Glaspow,
I am,
Yoitr abedien) SETWIINL,

(REV) A MoGURE,
Purish Priesr
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Most Riv. Jaais Dhosseny Soaspay, fnel., fLi.,

Avehdivhap g Gifasgpoe,
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17 FoeM STREET,
MoTHERWELL.

July 30th, 194,

Dear Fatnie MoGuag,

We have become used 1o thinking and speaking of our churches as
Houses of God—but it is important for us remember thut first of all 2nd above
all. u church is the house of the people of God, (he place where the leeal Chiristian
community comes together to worship, The church is then and mitsl be the hub
of all parochial life, and no parish is complete withour s own churels,

It gives me great pleasure o know that your parish, with the official opening
of your mew church, is now well s¢1 in its course gs g living unit of the Mystical
By which will daily re-enact the Mystery of Sulvation, giving plory to God
bringing salvation to men through Jesus Christ.

The beawty of your church is sueh that it should enable ol who ehter il 1o
raise their minds ond heans o God and the consirngtion Is such thor it slwuold
muke possihle Mo encll and everyons hal active participation in the MysLeries
celebrated in it which is so desirble and pecessa rv.

The oflicial epening on September 6th does bui sel the seal on the Iabours
of priests and peaple over a number of Years—may it plso acl as an incentive
woan intense Catholic lergical life, so that 1he parish of Our Lady of Lourdes
miy become n mede] for the diocese.

Hiaving just returmed fram Lourdes with the discesan pilgrimage and lhaving
eapericiged the theill of baing there and of king purt in the homage 1o God and
His Moiher that is rendercd there—I am proud o remember that we also have a
church dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes, and | pray that as Cr Lody does an
Lourdes, so she will do here—take specinl enre of all who pray iy her churel and
fead therm 10 Jesus and to Ged.

Yours sincerely,

JIOHN CONROY,
Wicer Caprisivler,
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Ous Lany 0F Lougpes,
30 Caxnneea D,
East KL,

Sunday, dh September, 1964,

My Dian Pamisiiosens,

I must be quite wnique in the history of any tewn (it two new
Cutholic churches should be solemnly opened within the short space of seven
tays. 1 feel sure thay, in our own hour of glory, you would wish me o offer our

felicitations to the pricsts and people of the Mother Parish, 5L Bride's, on their
historic achievemend.

It seems i fur ery to the 28th Murch, 1958, wlen I arrived here o tike 1
iy appointment ns Parish Pricst of the newly constituned parish of Our Lady of
Louwrdes. Alihough 1 viewed (he assignment with the greatest wepickation, 1 was
confident that our glorious Parroness would guide our faltering steps. Toealny's
festive occasion is fitting testimony 1o the eficacy of ber intercession.

Luying the loundations of o new parish is bound 10 be very complex, and
yel it is only in retrospect that one realises the debt one owes (o so many willing
helpers.

I orecall immediately the sympathy, understanding and support which |
received from my ceclesinstionl superiors, and in particelar fram His Grace
Archbishop Scanlan, who was until recemly Bishop of this Diocese, [1 was con-
soling 10 know that they were not unaware of the dillicultics w0 be overcome,

I also wish 1o record my gratiinde 1o Father Ryan, Throughout the past five
years he has displayed unfailing loyalty and zeal, and has willingly shouldered the
many burdens which were inevitahly imposed upon him,

What shall I say of the good parishioners, whose fuith, loyaly and senerosily
were such a1 sustaining influence during its Tormaiive vears? How gratilyisg tlal
their efloets 1o build an edifice that could be wruly called a House of God showili
b 5o richly rewarded.

1 must alse acknowledge in your name the muny benefactions 1 received from
well-wishers ouwith the parish, many of whom are Tere 1w rejoize with s o=y,

Fimally, let me pay tribute to our archiiceis and workmen, who have presenied
us with o beautiful building, of which they and we can feel justly pronod.

The words of the Pailmist would seem 1o capress most apily the inspinstion
i the minds of all concerned:

" have foved, O Lord, the bemery of Thy Hewese, and thee
place where Thy Glary dwelleth.”

Moy | wish you every grace and blessing in the vears thae lie ahend,
(tREv.) A, MoGURK.
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Buv, ANTHESY AoGrek.
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Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

A perrishy B o sl sectivn of the flock of Cheist, Establiched v i el
ace witll the cliredy ar e eart, i forms a religtons cantnierisy of privsr aod
people with o spicined e of itx evwn, This Ule fes efreper i ey oo £1% racdivities,
best i manifested in e all according g iy vigentr, The g of alf parochinl fije
i " Thar Jesies may be bnowsn, bevedd and servedd By gl —Poee Pios X110,

The following repeesents the lusnible cfforts of priests and peaple 1o found g
parish and o build n cherch.

The rapid growth of 1he new town of East Kilbride presented our Brolesins.
tical Authorities with a problem with which they were Familiar in other punts of
the divcese since the end of the war, mumely that of providisg new churclies for
the Catholic population in the averspill areas, St Bride’s wemporary chureh, which
had eatered Tor the needs of (ke Catholics of (he town, had become so vastly over-
crowdedd for Sunday Muss, that the provision of another church elsewhere in the
neighbourdiond became o neeessiy,

Y ¢
o
L:.

Crrnisg Tom Fiese Son.

Fage Ten




It was to meet this need that His Londship Bishop Scanlan announced og
26th March. 1958, the formation of 4 new parish comprising the Murray and
Westwood wreas of the tows, The enthusiasm with which this news was received
by the parishioners of the infunt parish can ensily be imagined, more so since they
were [0 have s thelr timlar Our Lody of Lowrdes, Until now po parish in the
diocese had been dedicated 1o Our Lady wnder (his tile. Divine Providence has
apecizlly chosen our parish for this singular peivilege,

Fuather Anthony MeGurk, formerly curate in 56 Putrick's, Cogthrislpe, was
appointed Parish Priest and took up residence in o temporary preabviery at 121
Owen Avente. His task was a formidable one: that of endeavouring to found 2
new parish which was withowt ¢luerch or school, and carrving with it also (he

Hew CHUECH 1% Cousse oF Bridruns

added responsthilily of bringing the consolitions of 1he Szeraments o the paticnls
af Hairmyres Hospital, In the carly days of the parish this would lave been un
impossible sk without the assisiance of the pricsts of St Bride’s, whose help, so
sponfancously given, we remember with gratiinde.

The following year was 1o usher in a2 new plase in the developument of the
parish. Father Ryan was appointed curate and proved himesell an witiring worker,
shorlly afterwards, Our Lady of Lourdes school was opened and was soon jo
become the focal point of the parish, By permission of the Lunarkshire Ediscation
Committee the schoal-hall was made available for Sunday Mass, thus givieg the
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purish & mensure of autonomy that it did not previously enjoy, 1t was here, toa,
that the priests and people had an oppostunily of meeting one another and plans
were made o expedite the building of the new church. For this purpess a Farochial
Comminee was inzugurated and weekly collections imrodieced, Anneal events
such as the Garden Fete, Clristmas Sale-of-Work and oiher seasonsl [unctions
filled the parochial ealendar. Meanwhile the architects of East Killride Develop-
ment Corporation were working on (he plang of oo new chureh qind preshyviery.

Junuary Mith, 1962, was o memornble day for the priests and people, ihis
being His Lordship Bishop Scanlan’s first efficial visit 1o the parish. The date
recalls the cutting of the fest sod and the blessing of the site. A large number of
parishioners witnessed the ceremony nnd heard Bishop Scanlan express the hope
that the day would not be far distant when Holy Moss would be celebrated in il
completed chorch,

Hev. Micnarn, Byas B, Foscen Frosrsregie

A year later, on Janwiry $ih, 1993, we welcomed Bislop Scanlan back for
the mmpressive ceremony of laying the foundation stone. The superstruciure of
the building was complete amd the rool in place, muking it possible Tor e cere-
mony o be duly solempised, The ornate pranile stone, soitably inscribed, was
blessead and placed in position by His Lordship, In it were cnelosed contemporiry
souvenirs, amongst which was 2 special mednl which he had received from His
Haoliness Pope Tohn XX, in commemoration of the [irst session of the Vatican
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Couneil, ** This medal,” said His Lordship, * could find no finer resting place than
in this church which is dedicated 10 Qur Lady of Lourndes. | pray (hat this place
will become o place of popular devotion for the people of the diocese,” He then
celebhrated the lirst Hely Mass in the sew chuech, o the prescace of a numbser
of wisiting ehergy and a Lrge congeegition of parishioners,

Within w year the churel was ready Tor wse. Significantly, the date of the
first Aluiss, the real birth of the parish—for sow it had s soul—sheost comeided
witly thie chile of the Birth of the Divine Infunt. On December 21sn 1963, the
twenly=-third aopiversury of his ordination w the pricsthosd, Fatler MeGurk
ascemiled the steps of the alr 1o celebrate for the first time with his people 1he
Saerilice of Calvary in the Holy Mass, I must have been o moment of inexpres-
siblz ensotion for Do, s imdecd for the parishionees, for surely iz was e day
which 1lie Lord had ouede, What thoughts, we wonder, were in the mind of Canon
Banel, present in the sancimry. os be nuirvellsd ot the simple beauy of this new
church amd recalled 1he memory of his own werival in East Kilbride in 1946, as
first Parish Priest of 51, Bride's, The presence of the First Communion children,
for whom Father MeDurk lod o specid word of prose, made the eccasion all
the more impressive.

In another section will Be fousd o deseription of the new chureh, However,
a word abour i here woulkl oot be mapproprione, Chie s strisck by e pood pisie

Chrw Lany oF | 0UEDES COSTERESCE OF THE 5T, YISCENT DE PaUL S0CicTy

Ripo Thirlegn



shown throughow, so that firnishings nnd sircture seem 1o hlend so clfectively
that mention of any panicular jiem s dificilt. The width and simplicity of (e
=mciuary, the delightful sictary lamp presenied by the workers of Rolls Royce
factory, the unusual aliar rails, the spacious porch, the artislic statues on the sige-
altars, 1he excellence of the woodwork—all combine o confirm (he impression
of skill in bailding o most worthy House of God nnd a clureh in which eveeythinge
is conducive 1o praver and contemplaiion,

Towelay's evenl & both a beginning and an end. The solemn opening officially
designates the church of Our Lady of Lowrdes and concludes the years of prepar.
tion that have gone before. Mo one was more Keenly inlerested in cach siape of
the development of the new buflding than Bishop Scanlan. It semed 5 matier of
regeet thut his elevation 1o the See of Si Mungo would deprive us of e privilepe
of having hin ofliciate a1 the Solemn Opening of 1he new church, However, this,
lappily, wus not w be the case amd our delight is e preater in welooming His
Cirace osduay.

In the wwelfth century the * Church of Kilbryd * had been recopnised a5 a
possession of Glasgow Cathedral omd now i the twenticth century the bonds
Between Enst Kilbride and the Cuthedeal of St Andrew wre eyually stromp.
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Architect’'s description of

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES.
WESTWOOD, EAST KILBRIDE

The Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, buili w serve o parish of approxinalely
3500 people, was commissionad by the Dincese of Motherwell and esiyned by
the Architeets’ Department of Euast Kilbride Developnent Corporation.

The new church group is sinened on o prominent site. overlooking the junction
of Westwoad Road and Mueray Hill, amd eonsists of the chureh itsell, the preshy.
tery and e cimpanile (bell-lower): (here is provision for e erection, a1 a laer
dute, ef o church hall 1o pecommodate varied communiiy petivilies.

The approach w the main emeance of the church is by 2 Night of steps from
Westwood Read, leading to o covered terrace umid a glieed porch linking the
church and the T0-foal high bell jower,

The chureh is designed 1o seat 750 people: 600 in the nave and 130, ineluding
the choir, in the balcony at the rear. The accommaodulion consists of on enlimnce
hall. nave and sanctuary, o baplistery, o morwary, hree confessionls, pricsts’
and boys® sueristies, with aliernative entry fram the nave or directly on 1o (e
SMCIuIry,

The presbytery and the church wre connecied by o ghiewd porch giving ditect
commuiciation between the churcl sacristics and the upper floar of the preshyiery.
The aecommodation in the house consists of o small suite of rooms for the parish
priest, siudy-bedrooms for two curales, 21 guesl room, dining room and kitchen,
bedrooms for o howsckesper and 2 maid, two el rooms and a gierage for two cars.

The basic siructure of the church itsell §s o reinforced concrete feame of
colimns ond beams o support the fimber lingd roof, The main walls ire formed
by pancls of Tcing brick alernating with splayed windows of obscured ghiss
reaching from Oeor 1o celling, dirccling light wwards e simetuary.

The interier of the church has been designed o create an amosphere of quiet
repase and seclasion and to direct attenlion consistently towards the sinctuary
and 1he aliar, the focal paint of the worship, To achieve this clfect. interior finishes
are simple amsl for the most part. unadormed,

The walls of the nuve are of facing brick, contrasting sharply with e back
witll of the sanciuary which has a close wextred plaster-linish painied white, and
is flonded with natusal light from two Iinge side windows.

The sanciuary has a woed block fleor, and the floor of the nave is Tformed
of special Moor tiles impeegnated with metal frupments w withstand the cffect of
stillette heels. Heuting is provided by electric coils embedded in the Noor itsell,
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The woodwork is mainly of West African mahogany, as are the pews and
samctunry Turniture, which were designed by the architeers.

Within the sanctuary the main altar is composcd of o simple slab of Creelown
grapite set on o base faced with o blnck Belginn marble. The communion rail
lias a2 cope of black Belgion marble sopported by square panels of Creelown
granite aliernaiing with square panels of plate glass held in gold anodised frames
andd orpumeented with the cross of 51 James elched with gold leaf imti the j,llilﬂ.
This monil of the cross of S0 Janies together with accents of Creelown graniie is
sparingly used throughout the chureh o maintain consistent chanwter of the
elecoration.

A special tribute nist be paid 10 Robert Reid, AGLLR AL the architect who
was largely responsible for the church al the design siage and during the early
part af the construction. Me, Reid did not live to see the building completed: he
dicd tragically yousig ot 1he age of 3, on Febreary Sth, 1963, b his name will
always be remenbered with alfection amd respeet in eonnection with this church.

Building work started in Februaey, 1962, and the laying of the ceremoniil
foaidmtion stone wok plice on Junuary Wb, 963,

The first Muss in tlie chiorch was celebrated on Decemiber 2151, PR3, by the
parish priest, Father Anthony MMcGurk,
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Maln Comtriciors -

Carpeniers, Joiners, ele.

Cilaziers - . .

Aetnl Windows -

Pluwmnbers - - .

Plasierer - - =

Tile, Terrazzo Waork -

Floor Tile Waork -

Tile Paving Work -

Bituminous Fell Roofing

Mlel Railings and Gates
Electricnl Weork .
Painter Work - -

L.'ul.dri-l."..'l|ri||1:'_ = -

Clhuorch Scating - .
Cliurch Furnishings -«
Ormuniental Sionewark

Swructuenl & Precast
Concrete Work .
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Diary of the Apparitions of Lourdes

|558

Feh, Tlth—Bernadene Soubisous siw, for the first tme, ™ the Beaulifal Lody,”
dressed in white and carrying o Rosary.

Feh, 19th—The Lady asked Bermadeile o make fifeen visits o the Grotio,

Feh, 24th—Bermdete repeated  ale Lady's  message: ™~ Peminee,  Peimiee,
Peminee.™

Feb, 25th—* " Cio, drink and bathe at the spring” As | knew af no spring and did
mat think there was any there, T went woward the Gave, The Lody
clledd me back ond mude 2 sign with ber Anger 0 go wder the grotto
1o tlie befn, B obeved bt saw mo spring. Not knowing where o fiml i1,
I soooped wp the carth, amd the woater come™ Thus Bernudetie
described the source of the mirsenlons witers of Lourdes.,

Fet, 26th—The Lagly wld Beroadette o pray and o0 rixase.

M. 2nd—""Tell the priesis o have o chapel built here.”

Mar, 23th—Having frequemly asked the Lady w adentily  hersell,  Bernodeme
repeated the request three times. ™ A the thind request, e Lucy
raised her eyes o heaven and al he same i, Bifting her Tooads,

which had Been owtstreiched towards me, and joining them on her
breast. she sl :

1o the Iommsenkate Conceplion.™

July  Meth—Owr Ludy appeared to Bernudelte for the lust dme,

Jun. Tth, R4 —DBernndette Sowbirons wis barm,

Jan, 1640, [B79—AL the age of 35, with (the wonds, = Holy Mary, Moler of G,
pray for me. w sinner, -, .3 poor sinner . 7 Bernadene dicl,

Dec. K, 1933—Pope Pius X1 cmonised Bernadette Soubirous,

Fiiast oF Our Lay oF Louenes iFcw. Elth

Frast or &1, Bus=abperri Fem, 18th

Ifage Wincleen



ORDER OF SERVICES

Geh SEPTEMBER, 1964

Pontifical Hlage

- at 12 o'clock noon
Celebraer = - = Most Rev, JAMES DONALD SCANLAN, b, 1., B
Archbishop of Glasgow,
Deacen - - = Reve JOHN F, GIVENS,
Suefreleveor - - Rev. MICHAEL RYAN.
ALC, e Threewre « Rev. 1OHNM 1. BURNE, ST,
MO oar Mass =« Rev. NOEL CAREY.
Asstsreenr Priest - R, Bew, Mper, JOHN COMBOY ., L, Dok, VEC, CALS

Axsivtani Peacons - Very Rev, JOHN CARON McCRORY,
Very Rev, JAMES CANON KILPATRICK.

Peeacher = = = Reve ANTHONY KILOOYNE,

Saceed Hugic of the Hase
By OUR LaDY OF LOURDES CHOR

ol icier s e o= o= = === Mus, Davy.
Ehrparrists = = -« oo = = = M Jous MoCEoRY,
o oo e = cNiss Jaspe MoB s

- = e NSRS GERALDENE ANTGOMERY

ame Tacaly




