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Dear Faruer Rraw,

We, the priests and parishioners of Our Lady of
Lourdes, welcome you back among us with the deepest
joy and affection. Briefl though your visit may be, we
use the opportunity to express publicly and in tangible
form our warm gratitude to vou for your work amongst
us. We would not presume to assess the inestimable
worth of your labours in the saving of souls.

You came to us six and a half vears ago on the com-
pletion of your studies av St. Patrick’s College, "Thurles.
ane at that time came to a parish only recently nametd
and defined. Your purposeful zeal, your devoted service
amidst the complexities of a rapidly growing parish
spon won for you our gratitude and admiration.

Those of us recently come to Our Lady of Lourdes
were strengthened by your firm counsel and warm
friendship; your diligent care for the spiritual needs of
our sick gained for you a place in their hearts and in
their prayers; the hundreds of Catholic patients in
Hairmyres Hospital were blessed in the grace that you
brought them; the children in the school, and especially
the First Communicants, understood vour concern for
their well-being and loved vou for it; by your example
anel :_...,“_v.:.m..,m::, Iy vour presence amongst them, you
helped our young people to a brighter perception of the
Catholic ideals of life.

All of these are the good works of a worthy priest,
but our esteem became affection when over and above
these we found you working indefatigably by the side
of our beloved Parish Priest in the tremendous task of
bringing coherence, stability and security to a parish
of which you can say vou saw the foundations laid. You
justly shared with us the happiness of a great task com-
pleted. We count ourselves blessed 1o have had such
a strong and holy priest.

In renewing our expression of thanks, we pray to
our Blessed Mother, our Patroness, that she will inter-
cede to bring vou God's blessings in the years ahead. We
wish you success and happiness in the parish of Our
Lady and St. Anne. We assure you of a constant
reminder in our pravers and beg a place in your prayers
at Holy Mass,

Signed on behalf of the Parishioners:

Rev, Axrooxy MoGurk, DD, Micna
Rev. Josern Frrzrpatrick,
VixcexsT GOLLOGLEY.
Francrs Dary.

Isanrn, MocHuUGH.

Horx,
Janes Dobos,

Joserin McFapves.
Janmes MoCLugk,
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